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ERRATUM. 

BP an unfortunate oversight the number of the tomb-chapel 
published in this volume is printed in several headings, etc., 
as B, No. 4, instead of R, No. 1, which is correctly given else- 
where in the text and plates. The mistake occurs in the 
Table of Contents (p. vii), the chapter heading on p. 18, and 
the page headings, pp. 19-33. 
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and his many and valuable suggestions. 
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facsimiles of some of the reliefs in Senbi's Tomb-chapel appear on Pls. XXX, XXXI, and 

XXXII. 
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THE ROCK TOMBS O F  M E I R .  

PART I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

1.-THE ANTIQUITIES OF CUSAE. 

MEIR,~ a name which for archaeologists denotes I Of the buildings of the ancient city of Cusae 
also the ancient site in the vicinity, is a village 
on the west bank of the Nile, s o m e  thirty to  
forty miles north of AsyQt. Situated close t o  

the edge  of the cultivation, which is here very 
broad, it is distant a good two hours' ride from 
the river and Nazkli  Gkniib, the railway station 
for Kusiyeh (the Cusae of antiquity).' 

1 In Graeco-Roman times Meir (Arab. ,+) was known 
as Moipat, and, in the gen. case, MotpGv, occurs over 
and over again, along with the names of several neighbour- 
ing, or not very distant, towns, in papyrus no. 127 of the 
Corpus Papyrorum Hermopolitanorunz, vol. i., published by 
WESSELY. Besides Moipai the names are KoGaaa~ (the 
modern Kusiyeh), Trjvis (the modern Tfineh?), I IGKLS (the 
modern Biik), q&xt~cs, 'IPiGvos rIaBGros, II~XAC~LS (the modern 
Ballfit), and IIXSjBpts (cf. the modern Etlidem). Also, in 
Leipzig Papyri, no. 8, 1. 5 (date 220 A.D.), and no. 10, 
col. 1, 1. 6 (date 240 A.D.), we find . . . MotpCv 

KOVUU~'~OU, I'. . . from the village of Meir in the 
Cusite [toparchia]." 

Kusiyeh is about three-quarters of a mile west of 
Nazgli GLnfib. Cusae is the spelling accepted by modern 
writers. Xovcral (Latine Chusae) is the form supported by 
the MSS. of AELIAN, De Natura Animalium (see p. 2). 
But according to the more or less local Greek papyri, the 
spelling should be Koitcrcrat (see WESSELY, Corpus Papyrorum 
Hermopolitanorum, i, no. 127, pp. 69-85, for the actual 
name of the city, and Greek Papyri in the British Museum, 
no. 1227 [vol. iii, p. 1431, Leipzig Papyri, no. 8, 1. 5 [p. 271, 
B. G.  U., ii, 5 5 3 ~ ,  col. l, 11. 6 and 8, iii, 743, 1. 11, and 

(RG):capital of the fourteenth n o m e  (2) 
807, 1. 8, and iv, 1089, col. 3, 1. 11, for Kovnae i '~~~  [sc. TO- 
rapXia]). Though most of the papyri referred to are of 
the third century A.D.-the Hermopolite papyrus being, 
according to Urs. Grenfell and Hunt, probably as late as 
the fourth century-Brit. Mus. no. 1227 is dated to 
152 A.D., and B. G. U., iii, 807, to 185 A.D. These last 
two documents, then, are contemporary with Aelian, who 
flourished about 150 A.D., but are far earlier, of course, 
than any of the existing MSS. of the Da Natura Animalium. 
Greek documentary evidence, therefore, favours the spelling 
Koitocrar (Latine Cussae). The spelling Cussae is also sup- 
ported by the MSS. of the Notitia Dignitatum, according 
to BOCKIXG, Not. Dig., p. 321, but this same authority 
quotes most of the MSS. of the Antonine Itinerary as 
reading Chusae, for which see also WESSELING, Antonini 
Itinerarium, p. 157. 

3 The two animals are not giraffes, as is commonly 
supposed, but long-necked panthers like those on the slate 
palette of Narmer. This is quite clear in carefully worked 
examples of the sign, particularly in one upon the south 
jamb of the door admitting to the inner roo~ll in chapel B, 

no. 4 (see also PI. 11). The value of the sign was R 
discussed many years ago by PLEYTE, A. Z., 4, p. 15. On 
the fragments of the coffin of Pepiankh the Middle (see pp. 7 
and 16), discovered by AHMED BEY KAYSL in one of the pits 

in his tomb-chapel, the usual writing @ is replaced by R 4 1 @, showing that the sign-value ia Fs, not 6. 



2 THE ROCK TOMBS OF MEIR. 

of Upper Egypt,' no remains are visible now.' 
The whole area is apparently covered by the 
modern town, except for some low mounds 
which have been converted into a picturesque 
Muslim graveyard. The chief deity worshipped 
here was Hathor, according to  AELIAK, De 
Natura Animalium, X, 27,3 Aphrodite Urania 
and a cow. As was to be expected, the inscrip- 
tions in the necropolis frequently mention 
"Hathor, Mistress of Cusae," and certain cere- 
monies connected with her cult are depicted on 
the walls of some of the tomb-chapels of the 
Middle Kingdom nomarchs (see for example 
P1. I1 and pp. 22-25). Aelian, as we have seen, 
tells us that besides Aphrodite Urania a con- 
was venerated at Cusae, and the accuracy of 
this statement is proved by the titles of two 
local officials named Thetu (p. 7) and Khue- 
nukh (p. B), which show that they were con- 
nected with the supervision of certain sacred 
cows, called thentet-cows.4 These cows were 
doubtless attached to Hathor's temple a t  Cusae, 
as they were, apparently, to her temple at 
Dendereh5 (PETRIE, Dendereh, pp. 47-49 and 57). 

l BRUGSCH, D. G., 868. On the south jamb of his 
statue-niche, Senbi's son Ukh-hotp is described as 

which suggests that he ruled over the 
00 

%%E 
thirteenth as well as the fourteenth nome of Upper Egypt, 

4 including both Q fi and Q Q. That 4 z L L- 3 
reads :tf is clearly shown by the variant spelling of the 
nome-sign in D~~MICHEN,  Geographische Inschriften, iii, 
P1. lxxxiv. 

a No important remains were visible at  the time of the 
French expedition a t  the end of the eighteenth century 
(see Description de Z'j$gypte, Ant., iv, p. 300). 

3 Aiyumla Xoucrai T A  o*vopa . . . . . iv  ~ a v ' ~  a ~ ~ o v u c .  
'A+po8i~rlv 06pavlav a6rjv K ~ ~ O ~ V T € S ,  rip*.iju~ 82 ~ a \ (  $<A~tav 

4 A person named h 1 , Beautiful are the 
.... . 

thentet-cows," was the owner of a sarcophagus found a t  - - 
Akhmim and now in the Cairo Museum (LACAW, Sarco- 
phages Ante'rieurs au Nowuel Empire, i, p. 1). 

5 Sacred Hathor-cows were also venerated a t  Deir el- 
Babri (see NAVILLE, Deir el-Bahari, 11, PI. liii, and IV,  

An object that seems to  have figured in the 
Hathor-worship of Cusae is that represented by 

the sign Q, which apparently reads K?J (ukh). 

Ukh is an element in several personal names in 
vogue in this district during the VIth and XIIth 

Dynasties, viz. Ukh-hotp (Meir ; B, Nos. 

1 and 2 et passiin),B $ h O L  Ukh-ern-nzeref 

(Meir; B, No. 4), 5 Q 4 o -f Mm- 

ukh-anklref (Meir ; D, No. 2), 
@I f 

Ukh-em-saf (Meir ; A, No. 2), o & 
Khu-en-uklt (Kuseir el-Amama ; No. 2). Tha.t 
the sign is to be read wF, (ukh) seems probable 
in view of the above spellings, as was pointed 
out by CRASSINAT in Rec. Tmu., xxv, 62 ; while 

the writing 3 $, which once replaces 

2 $ on a sarcophagus found at Meir (KAMIL, 

A~znales d u  Service, xi, p. 27), if not a copyist's 

Pls. xciv and xcv), and appear to have been brought a t  
times int,o the temple precincts for ceremonial purposes. - - 

One of Hathor's titles a t  Deir el-Behri is 

9 777 - ( N V L  D el-Bahori, IY,  PI. C V ;  
@ 
SETHE, Urk., iv, 235). According to SETHE, Sage vom 
Sonnenauge, p. 29, this is to be rendered Ht-FT !ntt ihw-t, 
"Hathor the exalted one of the cows." But in view of 
other examples of the word a t  Meir, K u ~ i r  el-Amarna, 

and Dendereh, in the titles h0%Il1 =nie%l l1 ,  
n n 

M 
Cattle-keeper of the tbentet-cows " (p. 7), o . n 

%%Q, "Herd(?)-overseer of the thentet- 
n n 

COWS ', (p. B), and 4 G / , " Herdsman of the 

thentet-cows " (PETRIE, Dendereh, P!. viii, B), and especially - 
of the expression ---. h%% -, Thy (i.e. 

n n 

Hathor's) thentet-cows " (PETRIE, op. cit., PI. xxxvii), the 

hardly b e  anything else than the determinatives of intt, 
and are not to be read separately. 

6 See also LIEBLEIN, Namen-Worterb., 193; ID., op. cit., 
Suppl., 1493; PIERRET, Inscriptions du Louvre, ii, c. 187, 
p. 44 ;  LACAU, Sarcophages Anthrieurs au Nouvel Enzpire, 
Nos. 28040, 28058, 28063, 28067, and 28070; K A M ~ L ,  
Annales du Service, xi, pp. 16, 26, 27, 33, and 35. 



THE ANTIQUITIES O F  CUSAE. 3 

or printer's error, makes the probability a I emblem are the and the two feathers; beneath 
certainty.' 

The different forms of the sign a t  Meir and 

Kuseir el-Amarna are : U 1, B $ 7  Y f 7  8 4. 
Only a and P seem to  have been used in the 
VIth Dynasty, P being the most common. In 
the Middle Kingdom all forms are found, a, 

however, occurring only once (in the chapel of 
Ukh-hotp son of Ukh-llotp and Mersi). That 
they all had the same value (zi.lb) is shown by 
the fact that in the chapel of Ukh-ljotp son of 
Ukh-liotp and Mersi the four forms are inter- 

changeable. In  the Old Kingdom # never 

occurs alone, but is always preceded by the 

cousonants B, showing that i t  was merely B 
the determinative of the word wb. But in the 
Middle Kingdom the consonants are seldom 

written out,' by that time having become a a 
word-sign. The unchangeable pzrts of the 

1 The remaining personal names that I know of, made 

up of compounds with Ukh, are: f) 2 9 Ukh-nehht 
- -- 

(Meir; B, No. 2 ; this, however, may be an exclamation, 
and not a name), g @ # 1 Q Ukh-nenen (Meir ; 

lv"v"w 

D, No. 2), B $ @ B 4 Khu-s~~-ukh (ibid.), 

5 $9 4 h 3 m - e m h e t  (ibid.), B@t6PY 
Ukh-nefer-sefekh (Kuseir el-Amarna; No. 2j, B.1 h U7ch-encushertf (ibid.), & @ d 2 m h -  
nefer-hotp (ibid.), 9 8 Ukh-6 (LACAU, Sarcophages An- 

tkieurs s u  Nouvel Enrpbe, 28064), 4 1 ] 4 Shemsi(?)-ukh 
- .  . 

(CHASSINAT, Rec. Tm., xxv, p. 63), and 5 @ UEh (sic), 

var. @ f B Ukhu (sic) (KArir, Annales du Se:viee, 
xiii, p. 176). 

The four exceptions I know of occur on (1) a M.K. 
stela from Abydos (MARIETTE, Catalogue Ge'nkral des 
Monuments d'Abydos, 607, p. 137), (2) a stela in the Louvre 
(PIERRET, Inscriptions du Louvre, ii, c. 187, p. 44 ; place 
where found not stated), (3) the handle of an axe found at 
Meir (KAM~L,  Annales du Service, xi, p. 16), (4) a sarco- 
phagus found at Meir and already referred to (Annales du 
Service, xi, p. 27). 

the latter in y is the solar-disk between two 
pendulous uraei. 

I n  one of the early examples of form a 3  the 

8 part of the sign is shaped like a short papyrus- 

stem and is painted red, suggesting that i t  was 
made of wood, the feathers being yellow. It 
looks, therefore, as if i t  represented some kind 
of wand or sceptre. On the west wall of his 
chapel, Senbi's son Ukh-llotp, who is participating 
in the same Hathor ceremony as that described 
on pp. 22-25, holds an emblem in his left 

Fig. 1 (see Rock Tombs of Meir, Vol. 11, P1. XV). 

hand which is clearly another variant of the 

sign 1 (see fig. 1). Instead, howeri~er, of one 

papyrus-stem, i t  consists of three, the central 
one being surmounted by a pylon and the others 
by a hawk crowned with two plumes similar to 
those that adorn the zch-symbol in forms a, P, 
and y (cf. also the head of a hawk found by 
QUIBELL a t  Hierakonpolis). It would therefore 

seem that 1 is an emblem that could be held by 

the person who presided a t  ceremonies con- 

3 From the chapel of Pepiankh the Youngest (see 
pp. 6 and 10). 

B 2 



4 THE ROCK TOMBS OF MEIB. 

nected with the Hathor-cult.' But there is 
evidence apart from this scene to show that the 

was an object associated with the worship of 

Hathor of Cusae. This is afforded by the menat 
(mnni-t),' which in forms P and y (see fig. 2 and 
PI. XXXI, 3 and 4) is represented as fastened to' 

the a little way below the two feathers. The 

menatS is one of the commonest accessories of 
. the Hathor-cult, and was often worn by the men 

and girls who performed dances in that goddess's 

honour. The substitution of the A-scourge for 

Fig. 2 (see Pls. IX and XXXI, 3 and 4). 

the menat in form 8 (which is not found in the 
Old Kingdom chapels, bu t  only in those of the 

1 Perhaps the hawks are placed upon the emblem 
because the goddess in whose ceremony i t  was used was, 
as a sky-goddess, so intimately connected with the sun-god 
Horus (see SETHE, Sage vow Sonnenauge, p. 6). They and 
the pylon combined may be a sort of punning allusion to 

the name &, I r  House of Horus," assigned to the 

goddess in this capacity (see SETHE, op. cit., p. 39, with 
footnote 4). I t  is probably owing to Hathor's connection 
with the sun-god that the solar disk was placed upon the 

#, as in form y. 

2 In  good examples of the sign the object attached to the 

is clearly a e t .  The part composed of strings of 

beads is painted blue, while the weighted pendants, that 
were meant to hang down the back, are, as is usual in the 
representations of menats at  Meir, red with white ends 
(see P1. XXXI, 3; cf. P1. I1 for several examples, both 
worn by dancers or carried by attendants). 

3 For the nature of, and id= concerning, the menat, 
see pp. 23 (esp. footnote 3)-25. 

XIIth Dynasty) can hardly invalidate anything 
that has been said. The scourge is not only 
connected with gods such as Khons, Min, and 
ithyphallic Amon, but can be attached to the 

symbol of a goddess, such as Mut for ex- 

ample. There would be nothing, therefore, to 
prevent the worshippers of Hathor from affixing 

to one of her emblems a small A-scourge, the 
symbol of her divine a ~ t h o r i t y . ~  

That the # was regarded as a separate 

divinity, as i t  evidently was in view of such 
names as those quoted a t  the beginning of this 
discussion, is no argument against the view 
we have adopted as to its nature. SPIEGEL- 
BERG has clearly shown that the staffs and 
sceptres of deities, among whom was Hathor, 
were venerated by the Egyptians as separate 

divine entities.' Hence, names like @ 

k, " The Ukh is his protection," h@# - L, "The Ukh desires that he live," 
0 

c c  The Ukh is satisfied," present no and I a o' 
difficulties, and by no means postulate, as 
CHASSINAT supposed, the existence at Cusae of 

an associate of Hathor called 5 @ d, of whom 

there is no mention in any inscription. Doubt- 

less Hathor's connection with the # was as close 

as it was with the sistrum and menat, in which, 
as we shall see on p. 25, she was considered to 
be actually immanent, and through which she 
afforded protection to, and bestowed life, pros- 
perity, and health upon, her worshippers who 
handled them. 

The long chain of cemeteries which form the 
necropolis of Cusae lies west of the village of 

4 The :ms-sceptre also has the A-scourge similarly 

attached to i t  (see SETHE, Pyramidentexte, 907). 
.Der Stabkultus bei den iigYPterla in Rec. Trau., xxv, 

pp. 184-190. 
6 Rec. Trav., xxv, p. 64. 
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2.-LIST OF THE DECORATED TOMB-CHAPELS AT MEIR AND 

KUSEIR EL-AMARNA. 

Meir, occupying not only the lower desert, but  a village on the east bank of the Nile, opposite 
also a considerable part of the steep rocky slope NazLli G$niib. Of these, the two a t  ITuseir 
which terminates in the high desert plateau. el-Amarna, and nine a t  Meir, belong to the 
The tomb-chapels of the nomarells are excavated period of the VIth Dynasty, the remainder to 
half-way up this slope, which in places is literally , the Middle Kingdom. 
honeyconlbed with the burial-pits of their Owing to the irregular formation of the ridge 
wealthy retainers. From the sandy plain below, in which they are excavated, the tonib-cliapels 

I 
in which are the graves of the humbler folk, of Meir are divided up  into five consecutive 
this ridge of limestone looks like a line of hills groups, which I have labelled A, B, C, D and E, 
separated from one another by narrow valleys. A being the northernmost. 
In  reality the valleys, or rather dried-up water- It will perhaps be as well, before beginning 
courses (zuddis), ascend rapidly and soon merge , the detailed description of the tomb-chapel of 
in the plateau of which the apparent hills form ' Senbi son of Ukh-hotp, the subject of this 
the serrated edge. ' volume, to give a list and short account of the 

So far seventeen decorated tomb-chapels be- 1 inscribed tomb-chapels a t  Meir and buseir el- 

REIGN. 

Pepi I. 

longing to nomarchs of Cusae and their retainers 

Meir ; A, No. 1. Ni-ankh-Pepi (also A large pillared room admitting to 
ca l l ed  N i - a n k h -  a smaller undecorated one.2 The 
Me  r i r e), who S e walls of the outer room3 are adorned 
" good names" are in parts with frescoes, which the 
S e b e k - h o t p  l and bats have almost entirely de- 
Hepi the Black (see st,royed. Some of the pillars bear 

P. 9). on one side a portrait of the 
nomarch in relief and a list of his 

titles. There is an inscribed false door in the west wall with a &-shaped altar in front of it. 

1 Amarna, and to enumerate briefly what we know 

l Following the example of his second son Pepiankh the Middle, we shall hereafter speak of him as Sebek-hotp. 

In both the east and south walls of this smaller chamber there is a recess containing a group of statues only 
roughly blocked out. 

3 Half of this room is decorated with reliefs, and belongs to his son Pepiankh, whose "good name" is Heni the Black. 

have been discovered and cleared of debris- , of the family history of the nomarchs for whom 
fifteen a t  Meir, and two a t  Kuseir el-Amama, i many of them were constructed. 



THF, ROCK TOMBS O F  MEIR. 

OWNER. GENERAL DESCRIPTION. 

Meir ; A, No. 2. P epiankh,  whose Five rooms.' One of them is un- 
" good n a m e  " i s  decorated, three are adorned with 
Heni the Black (see reliefs (some of which are'well exe- 
p. 10). cuted in the Nemphite style), and 

the last "ontains very interesting 
ink drawings of funeral ceremonies. In two of the rooms there are seated statues in 

REIGN. 

Pepi 11. 

recesses. 

Meir ; A, No. 3 
(see p. 8). 

Meir ; A, No. 4. Hepi the Black (see A large hall, the roof of which is Pepi II- 
p. 10). supported on four pillars of square Mernere 11. 

section, approached by a small 
ante-room. Leading out of the hall is an inner room, in which there are two burial-pits (one of 
them is unfinished) and a rough uninscribed false door in the west wall. In the hall, besides six 
pits, there is a chamber under the floor containing, apparently, another such pit, which is now 
filled with de'brk3 Neither the ante-room, hall, nor inner room is decorated, but on the south and 
west walls of the subterranean chamber there are drawings of offerings and funerary furniture 
surmounted by a line of inscription. This writing and the drawings have been disgustingly 
befouled by the bats, and it proved a difficult task even to decipher the name of the owner. 

Meir ; D, No. 1. P e ~ i . ~  One small chamber, with very ? 
rough reliefs on the north, south, 

and east walls. The entrance is in the east wall. In the north-east corner of the room there is a 
burial-pit. 

Meir ; D, No. 2. P e p i a n  k h t h e  A pillared forecourt and a large 
Middle (also called room admitting to a small. un- 
Neferka) ,  W hose decorated one. The west wall of 
"good name" is the court, on either side of the 
Heni (see p. 10). door which admits to the outer 

Pepi 11. 

l More accurately, four rooms and a half, for half of the large pillared room belongs to his father Sebek-hotp (see 
p. 5, footnote 3). 

This room is a later addition, but rlevertheless the work of Pepiankh. I t s  construction partly destmyed what 
formed apparently the "serdab," or statue-room, the floor of which is a t  a much lower level than those of the other 
rooms. The greater part of the decoration of the walls of the serdab," though incorporated in the later room, remains 

intact. It consists of rows of repetit.ions of the same figure, i.e. the statue of a man, holding a staff in one hand and a - 
wand in the other, standing upon a rectangular basis. I n  front of each figure is one of Pepiankh's names and a title. 

! 
The nature of this pit, the outline of the mouth of which alone is visible a t  present, ought to be ascertained. 

Unless i t  is very deep, which is unlikely, its clearance would not entail much outlay. 

d .  The scanty inscriptions are coarsely cut and badly preserved. The following titles, however, are legible : 

h, King's (?) Scribe, Judge." 
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room, is covered with long, to a large extent biographical, inscriptions. The walls of the outer 
room are decorated with reliefs executed in plaster, the colouring of which is well preserved in 
places. Some of the scenes are interesting, but the style is crude and provincial (see Journal 
of Egyptian Archaeology, vol. i, Par t  i, P1. v). There is an inscribed false door in the north 
end of the west wall. Two deep shafts adinit to burial-chambers said to be inscribed with a 
few short formulae. This chapel was discovered by SEYD BEY KHASHABEH'S excavating expedition 
on March 15th, 1913. 

Meir ; E, No. 1 .l Menia.' A single chamber cut in the top ? 
of the west wall of a pit. There 

is also a pit inside the chamber. Some inscription (name and tibles) on the lintel of the door. 
Both jambs have for the most part been cut away, the south one quite recently. On the interior 
east wall, a t  either side of the entrance, there are rough drawings in ink, consisting, on the north 
side, of kitchen scenes, and on the south, of a woman followed by a man holding a staff. 

Meir ; E, No. 2. Ner~k i .~  h single chamber, almost entirely ? 
quarried away. On the west wall 

is a small seated figure of Nenki in sunk relief, with accompanying name and titles. 

Meir ; E, No. 3. P e ~ i a n k h . ~  A single chamber, for the most part Yepi I1 ? 
q~larried away. The exterior east 

wall just on either side of the doorway, and the thickness of the north jamb, are decorated with 
figures of Pepiankh, his family, and attendants. The interior walls seem to  have been left 
unsmoothed. In  the back (west) wall there is a roughly cut uninscribed false door. 

Meir ; E, No. 4. T h e t ~ . ~  A small roughly hewn chamber. ? 
In the back (west wall) is the 

entrance to a sloping passage leading to the burial-place, and on the north side of i t  a painted and 
inscribed false door. 

l Group E is about a five minutes' walk south of D, No. 2. E, No. 1, is situated just above a large and disused 
quarry in which are the remains of Nos. 2 and 3. 

9 k. The last sign may be . Menia's titles, so far as they are preserved, are 
W !b 

(For the last title, see M. A. MURRAY, Index of Names and Titles of the Old Kingdom, PL xl.) 

3 ^U"' 9. His titles are 1 l m B, c' Confidential Friend, Lector." - 
4 m f I. His surviving titles are 11 1 1 m _U, c c  Confidential Friend, Lector." His wife ( l )  is - 
0 

called a ,  Neferut. She was a " Royal Acquaintance" and a Priestess of Hathor." 

5 - 8. His titles are 
n 1 f B ',l B ',l g m f 1 7 8, c c  Friend, Cattle-Keeper of the 

Thentet-cows (i.e. sacred cows of Hathor ; see p. 2 and PETRIE, Dendereh, pp. 47-49 and 57), First under the King, 
Instructor of the Priests." 
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CHAPELS. OWNER. GENERAL DESCRIPTION. REIGN. 

Kuseir el-Amarna; Pepiankh the Eldest Unfinished. A large pillared room Mernere I- 
No. 1. (see p. 9). admitting to a smaller one. In Pepi 11. 

the west wall of the latter there is 
an inscribed false door. There are figures of the nomarch and his son with accompanying names 
and titles on one of the pillars. The lintel and the thickness of the south jamb of the entrance 
are inscribed ; on the latter there is also a standing figure of Pepiankh. 

Kugeir el-Amarna; Khu-en-ukh.' One room, decorated with frescoes. ? 
No. 2. There are two seated statuettes in 

a recess a t  the north end of the 
east wall, a standing statue in a recess in the south wall, and a false door in the west wall, north 
of the entrance. 

Meir ; A, 3. Ukh-hotp son of One small room, with an inscribed Sesostris I- 
Iam (see p. l l). statue-recess in the north wall Amenemhet 11. 

(see p. 1 I for details). 

Meir ; B, No. 1. Senbi son of Ubh- One room (roofless), decorated with Amenemhet I. 
botp (see p. 1 l). splendid painted reliefs, many of 

which are remarkable for their 
naturalistic treatment. There is 
a statue-niche in the west wall. 

Meir ; B, No. 2. Ukh-hotp son of A pillared room (roofless), decor- Sesostris I. 
Senbi (see p. I I). ated with reliefs, some of which are 

as fine, if not finer, than those in 
B, No. l. There is a statue-recess in the west wall. 

Meir; B, No. 3. Senbi son of Ukh- Unfinished. A much ruined pil- Sesostris I- 
hotp son of Senbi lared room admitting to an inner Amenemhet 11. 
(see p. I l). chamber with a statue-recess in 

the west wall. There are two 
stelae, or small " false doors," on the south wall of the outer room2 The architrave and jambs of 
the door between the two rooms are painted $0 imitate red granite and inscribed with blue incised 
hieroglyphs. 

1 1 Q .&? Q 5 ---. . Among his numerous titles are P f  :W f i J R ~ A A ~ ~ ~ f P 9 8  
Docl h-- 0 1"- %%B, Confidential Friend, Lector, Eldest of the Toilet-chamber, First under the 

a n 

King, Instructor of the Priests, Herd(?)-Overseer of the Thentet-cows" (see p. 2 and PETRIE, Dendereh, pp. 47-49 and 
57).- He is apparently represented several times in his capacity of lector in the tomb-chapel of the nomarch Pepiankh 
the Middle, who was possibly his relative. 

The inscriptions on one of these are almost entirely effaced, the other is perfect. There were formerly three 
similar stelae on the north wall, but these have in recent years (l)  been hacked out by thieves. 
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Meir; B, No. 4. Ukh-hotp son of Two rooms. This chapel has suf- Amenemhet 11. 
Ukh-hotp and Mersi fered more damage than any of 
(see p. 12). the others, the walls of the outer 

room being terribly shattered. 
The decoration in both rooms consists of very delicate reliefs, executed for the most part in plaster 
and brilliantly coloured. In  marked cont,rast with the naturalistic sculptures in B, Nos. 1 and 2, 
they resemble in style, except for a much mutilated fishing and fowling scene, the fine but con- 
ventional reliefs in the XIIth Dynasty tomb-chapels a t  el-Bersheh. There is an elaborate statue- 
recess in the west wall of the outer room, on the architrave of which are the cartouches of 
Amenemhet 11. For the remarkable illustrated genealogy, see p. 12. 

Meir ; C, No. l. Ukh-hotp son of One room (roof partly destroyed), Sesostris 11 
Ukh-hotp and Heni decorated with gorgeous frescoes 
the Middle (see p. which display remarkable natural- 
12). ism and appreciation for form in 

the rendering of bird and plant 
life, but exhibit strange mannerisms in the treatment of the male figures (except in the case of the 
nomarch himself). The style is distinctly "precious" and affected, reflecting the luxury ancl 
fastidious tastes of the period. There is a statue-recess in the centre of the west wall (see p. 12). 

3.-FAMILY HISTORY AND GENEALOGIES OF THE PRINCES OF CUSAE. 

I.-THE PRINCES OF THE VITH DYNASTY. i names, Ni-ankh-Pepi and Ni-ankh-Merire, Sebek- 

l .  The earliest nomarch of whom we can 

speak with certainty is m +E, Ni-ankh- 

Pepi the Black (see p. 5 for the description of 
r- 

his chapel), also called [a PP] += Ni-ankh- - 
Merire, and possessing the " good names " 

Sebek-hotp, and 4 a, Hepi the Black.' 
a U' 
His wife, according to the inscription above her 
portrait in the chapel of one of his sons (D, 

0 - 
No. l ) ,  was , Pekher-nefert, her " good 

n 

name " being 4, Behi. Judging from his 

hotp%ust have been born in the reign of 
Peyi I. Besides being nomarch of Cusae he was 

also a 1- 4, "Superintendent of the 

South," and the holder of several other important 
offices as well. He  had three sons called Pepi- 
ankh, a circumstance that is established by the 
fact that one of them, the owner of D, No. 2, 
has the attribute 80, "the Middle," following 
h' is name. 

2. The chapel of the eldest of these three 
Pepiankhs is almost certainly No. 1 a t  Kuseir 
el-Amarna (see p. 8). In  the first place, the 

1 The epithet " Black" is sometimes omitted, for ex- 
1 owner of this siantily inscribed chapel is called 

ample in the "false door" of his own chapel and in an 
inscription in the chapel of his son Pepiankh the Middle. See footnote 1, p. 5. 

c .  
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m f ";;" m, " Pepiankh the Eldest," and 

secondly, though his own parentage is not given, 

Sebek-hot,p, his eldest son is called - , 
after his paternal grandfather. This Pepiankh, 

as his titles E 2 show, must have succeeded 

his father as nomarch of Cusae, but the unfinished 
state of the chapel suggests that he did not long 

--C- 

survive him. His wife's name was ,, ,-, a, 
Seshsesht. 

3. The successor of Pepiankh the Eldest was 
doubtless his second brother, the nomarch 

c~TJ.~Y$~ Pepiankh the Middle (owner of 
D, No. 2), also called 1 U, Neferka, his " good 

name " being 1 QY, Heni. His wife's name 
n2 was M 4 1 _, Hetyah, her " good name" being - . P. 

9 ,  Heti. Their eldest son was m - +E, 
Ni-ankh-Pepi the Black, also called 1 9 a, 
Hepi the Black: named, like his first cousin 
Sebek-hotp, after his paternal grandfather. 
Perhaps he is the owner of A, No. 4 (see p. 6). 
Pepiankh the Middle was a more distinguished 
person than either his father or brothers, for in 
addition to being nomarch he was created a 

& t:t, vizier, and so attained to the highest 

position open to an Egyptian subject. 
4. The third Pepiankh also became nomarch2 

in due course, and excavated for himself a fine 
chapel (A, No. 2) leading out of, and forming 
one with, that of his father Sebek-h~tp .~  In 

1 There was also another son called Ni-ankh-Pepi, with 

the "good name " of 1 9 %, Hepi the Red. The 

modern Egyptians employ similar attributes to distinguish 
two relatives or companions of the same name. Thus, of 
two Muhammads one may be known as el-Abyad, '<the 
White," and the other as el-Azrak, " the Dark." 

2 In  the biographical inscription of Pepiankh the Middle 
we ere informed that he attained the age of a hundred, so 
it was probably on his being appointed ~ iz ie r  that his 
younger brother became nomarch. 

3 Perhaps with the same idea as Zau 11, nomarch of the 
Cerastes Mountain, who "did this in order that I might 

his father's chapel he is described as $+L 

son whom he loves, whom he favours, the 
Treasurer, Confidential Frien d, Superin tendent 
of the Priests, Pepiankh, whose ' good name' is 
Heni the Black." In his own chapel, in addition 
to t,hose already mentioned, he is also the 

/\NVVV\ n 
possessor of the following names : WQXNmP-' 
Henenit the Black, 1 Q nt7' E Henenet the Black, 

IQ \a, Heneni the Black, or simply 
N\NVVZ 

plain 1 Q ~9 , Heni, and 1 Q W 9 a, Henenit 

His wife was called 
n n 

, Set-ent-Pepi. 

The inscriptions in the chapel make no mention 
of any son. This Pepinnkh is the last VIth 
Dynasty nomarch of whom we have any certain 
record. Despite the long list of his ancestors 
in the chapel of Ukh-botp son of Ukh-Ilotp 
(B, No. 4), i t  is impossible to fill in the break in 
the genealogy of these princes between the VIth 
and XIIth Dynasties, caused by the lack of 
inscribed chapels belonging to that period. 
However, like the neighbouring lords of the 
Hare n ~ m e , ~  the nomarchs of Cusae during the 
Middle Kingdom may also have been lineal 
descendants of their Old Kingdom predecessors. 

5. The status of 1 9 a, Hepi the Black, 

owner of A, No. 4: is very doubtful. The 
meagre inscriptions in his tomb-chapel (see p. 6) 
are in a bad state of preservation. From what 
I have a t  present been able to decipher, we learn 

that he was ho3,gg~npI\z1lJ 
see this Zau (Zau I, his fatherj every day, in order that I 
might be with him in one place" (DAVIES, Dcir el-Gebrawi, 
ii, P1. xiii ; BREASTED, Records, i, 383). 

See p. 12. 
See BREASTED, Records, i, $8 688-690. 

6 This chapel is a few yards west of Sebek-hotp's. The 
entrance is a t  present (1914) choked with sand, between 
which and the lintel there is just room for a thin person to 
squeeze through. 
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g -1 11 B, '' Superintendent of the South, 

Chancellor, Confidential Friencl, Lector, Super- 
intendent of the Priests." In view of the title 
" Superintendent of thc South," which appears 
to have been held only by nomarchs, he also 

Dynasty nomarchs about whom we possess any 

information. His wife was CI W * \ o 1, 
I l l  

Per-hemut-meres? who appears three times in 
the reliefs in the company of her husband. 
Senbi was doubtless succeeded by his son. of 

probably attained to that rank. It has beell whom no mention is preserved in his father's - 

suggested (p. 10) that this Hepi the Black is 
identical with the similarly named eldest son of 
Pepiankh the Middle, who bore some of the 
above-mentioned titles.' If both the identifica- 
tion and the supposition that he was a nonlarch 
are correct, Hepi must have succeeded his uncle, 
the youngest Pepiankh, who, so far as we can 
learn from the inscriptions in his chapel, had no 
son. It is not likely that this Hepi the Black 
is the same person as Sebek-hotp, also named 
Hepi the Black (see p. g), the father of the 
three Pepiankhs. It is indeed most improbable 
that one man. would have excavat,ed for himself 
two large chapels side by side. The Hepi in 
question must be either a predecessor of Sebek- 
hotp or a successor of the youngest Pepiankh. 
The large size and unfinished condition of his 
tomb-chapel is in favour of the latter view. 
Excavated a t  the end of the long reign of Pepi I1 
in the grand manner of the period, i t  was never 
decorated owing to the anarchy into which the 
country lapsed after that aged sovereign's death. 

~ h a p e l , ~  but whose parentage is given in his own. 
* 

2. 1) J 9 $2, Senbi7s son Ukh-hotp l' 

(owner of B, No. 2) was married to a lady 
named Thut-hotp. The name of his son and 
successor, Seabi, does not occur in this his 
father's chapel, but the inscription in his own 

- 

(B, No. 3) leaves no doubt as to his parentage. 
.2 

3. $5 1 )  '' Senbi's son 

Ukh-hotp's son Senbi" (owner of B, No. 3), i.e. 
son of the above and grandson of the first- 
mentioned Senbi, evidently succeeded his father 
as nomarch. His large chapel was never finished, 
which suggests that he died young without 
leaving a son to complete it. The well-preserved 
stela on the north wall of the outer room of his 
chapel (see p. 8) belongs to his sister Mersi, 
daughter of Ukh-hotp son of Senbi and Thut- 
hotp his wife. 

4. The small chapel (A, No. 3) of 9 3 0 
" Iam's son Ukh-hotp," is situated BtP O ?  

above A, No. 2 (See P1. XII). The only de- 
l coration consists of four horizontal linls of 
1 inscription upon the architrave, and two vertical 

Pnl~cEs OF THE "ITH DyN~sTY. 1 lines upon either jamb, of the statue-recess in 

1. $ Fa '?& 1) jy, " Ukh-hotp7s son Senbi " 

(owner of B, No. I )  is the first2 of the XIIth 

l On the west wall of his tomb-chapel, Pepiankh the 
Middle is accompanied by two sons, Hepi the Black and 
Hepi the Red <see p. 10). The following inscription 

accompanies the former : 

h -1 1 1 9 a, c '  His eldest son whom he loves, 

Confidential Friend, Superintendent of the Priests, Hepi 
the Black." 

2 His father's name is not preceded by the titles 

F 3 so we do not know if he was B nomarch or not. 
n n' 

the end (north) wall. The recess is painted to 
imitate red granite, and the signs are incised 
and coloured blue. The inscription on the 
architrave tells us that the chapel was constructed 
" for his father the .nomarch ( 6  : ty-'), Iam's son 
Ukh-hotp," by "his son whom he loves, the 

3 I.e. "The Harim is her lover." The name is only 
once written out in full (i.e. on the south wall); in the 

other two instances it iti abbreviated to I), Merea. 

4 Perhaps the man standing behind Senbi in the hunting 
scene (Pls. V1 and VII) is meant for his son Ukh-hotp,, 
byt no acwmpanying name is preserved. 
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nomarch, Ukh-hotp's son Ukh-hotp." Was the 
Ukh-hotp for whom this chapel was excavated 
the husband of the Mersi to whom belongs the 
false door in B, No. 3 (see below under 5), and 
the father of Ukh-hotp, owner of B, No. 4 ? It 
is possible that Iam was an otherwise unrecorded 
son of Senbi I, owner of B. No. 1, and a brother 
of Ukh-hotp, owner of B, No. 2. If this is so, 
and if the Mersi of the false door was the Mersi 
mother of Ukh-hotp, the owner of B, No. 4, 
then she married her first cousin, who became 
nomarch after her brother Senbi's early death. 
Judging from the small size and meagre decora- 
tion of his chapel, Ukh-hotp son of Iam cannot 
have held the office of nomarch for long. Since 
the decorations in it and in B, No. 3 (see p. S), 
are similar both in style and poverty, perhaps 
Ukh-hotp son of Ukh-hotp and Mersi, owner of 
the magnificent B, No. 4, was responsible for 
them-instigated by a pious desire to per- 
petuate, though a t  no great cost to himself, the 
memories of father and uncle, who ruled the 
district for only a short period. 

5. $5 6 2, " Uih-hotp's son Ukh- 

hotp" (owner of B, No. @. His mother was 
Mersi, and, as has been already suggested, she 
may be the Mersi daughter of Ukh-hotp and Thut- 
hotp. The wife of this Ukh-hotp was also called 
Thut-hotp, daughter of yet another Ukh-hotp. 
His children, so far as their names are preserved, 
were a son Amenemhet-ankh, two sons called 
Senbi, and a daughter Mersi. Besides them, he 
possessed three brothers, Ukh- hotp, Sebek-hotp, 
and Heni the Middle,' and a sister named Mersi. 

There is nothing to show that Ukh-hotp was 
succeeded by any one of his sons. 

A very remarkable document is preserved in 
this chapel, of which some mention may well be 
made here. On the west wall of the outer room, 
south of the statue-recess, Ukh-hotp has placed 
a list of his ancestors who, like himself, had been 
Princes of Cusae (see p. 9). This list consists 

l Hny Fry-Bb. 

of alternate rows of male and female figures 
(every nomarch being accompanied by his wife), 
with their names in front of them.' The men, 
each holding a staff in one hand and a napkin in 
the other, are seated on chairs, while the women 
squat on mats. Unfortunately the list, as has 
been already stated on p. 10, is of no assistance 
in working out the genealogies of the family, 
due, doubtless, in a large measure to its frag- 
mentary condition. 

6. It is impossible with the material a t  our 
disposal to establish exactly the relationship 

existing between .&!z%%.&!~ " Ukh-hotp's 

son Ukh-hotp," born of 1 Q 99 g 8, " Heni 

the Middle," owner of C, No. l, and his pre- 
decessor Ukh-hotp, owner of B, No. 4. He  may 
have been the latter's son by another wife, or a 
nephew, i.e. the son of his brother of that  name. 
But whoever he may have been, he was certainly 
t.he most powerful and important of all the 
Middle Kingdom norriarchs of Cusae. 

Not only is his chapel far more gorgeous than 
those of the previous princes, but he has actually 
usurped certain attributes and a formula which 
elsewhere belong to the Pharaoh only. In  both 
a fishing and fowling scene the following formula 
is written behind the figure of him standing in 

his reed canoe : 

3 
W't!!-PT-fi=7 v 7 7 ~ ~ ~ # ~ ~ ,  A protection, 

life, stability, and happiness, all health, all joy, 
behind the Nomarch, Superintendent of the 
Priests, Ukh-hotp, for ever ! "  The north and 
south walls of the offering-recess in the west 
wall of the chapel are decorated with figures of 
the Nile-god, the Field-goddess, and the Great 
Green (Ocean), presenting offerings to him, as 
the same divinities do to  King Sahure in his 
pyramid-temple a t  Abusir (see MASPERO, Art 
in Egypt, p. 59, fig. 100). Finally, Ukh-hotp is 
twice depicted holding the f-symbol, like a 

2 Cf. a somewhat similar list in the tomb-chapel of Paheri 
at El-Kab (TYLOR and GRIFFITH, Tomb of Paheri, P1. vii). 
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deceased king. Chapel B, No. 4, that of his im- 
mediate (l) predecessor, was constructed in the 
reign of Amenemhet 11, as the cartouches on the 
lintel of the statue-recess (see pp. 9 and 17) show. 
Ukh-hotp son of Ukh-hotp and Heni the Middle 
probably, therefore, flourished in the reigns of 
Sesostris I1 and 111, and i t  is significant that 
his is the latest of the decorated chapels a t  Meir. 
This fact, combined with the absence of car- 
touches, the usurpation of royal formulae and 
prerogatives, and the return from court to local 

traditions in a r t  (see p. 17, footnote l), tallies 
with the theory of Professor Eduard Meyer, that 
Sesostris 111, finding that the influence of the 
local princes had become too strong, curtailed 
their privileges and powers-the recrudescence 
of which under Amenemhet IV weakened the 
central authority and finally brought the dynasty 
to an  end. 

Prom the material to hand the following, 
quite tentative, pedigrees of the family of the 
Princes of Cusae have been drawn up :- 

PEDIGREE OF T H E  PRINCES OF CUSAE I N  T H E  VITH DYNAk3TY.l 

SEBEK-HOTP = Pekher-nefert. 
(Ni-ankh- 

Pepi). 
I l I 
1 

PEPIANKH THE ELDEST = Seshsesht. ~EprXxrcH THE MIDDLE = Retyah. P E P I ~ N K H  = Sebent-Pepi 

I I (Heni the Black). 

~i-ankh-pepi  ~i-ankh-pepi  
(Hepi the Black). (Hepi the Red). 

PEDIGREE OF T H E  PRINCES OF CUSAE I N  T H E  XIITH DYNASTY.] 

Ukh-hotp = . . . . . 
I 

I I 
p-- - -- 

I  I  I  
SENBI. Mersi = UKH-HOTP. 

I 

I  
Senbi 

I  
Senbi 

I 

I  1 4  I l l 
UKH-HOTP = Thut-hotp Ukh-hotp = Heni the Middle Sebek-hotp. Heni the Middle Mersi. 

I I 
Mersi UKH-HOTP = (Khnum-hotp 

(Nubkau 
(Khnurnsetit 
(Nebtmehit. 

I I 

(Floruit temp. (dau. of a 
Amenemhet 11). certain 

1 The names of nomarchs are in capital letters. 
Perhaps a ilomarch and the owner (see pp. 10 and 11) of A, NO. 4 2. A dauihter. 

(dau. of 4). 

I ukh-hOtpl- I 
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4.-PREVIOUS WORK ON THE SITE. 

The history of ,past excavations l undertaken 
a t  Meir is for the most part a record of the 
depredations of thieves, or of the unsupervised 
diggings df native underlings and " reises" on 
behalf of the Department of Antiquities. It' 
forms a depressing chapter in the annals of 
Egyptological research. 

The elder of the two " ghafirs " appointed by 
the authorities to patrol the site, ALY HASAN by 
name, whose memory carries him back to  the 
days of " Ismk'in B$sha " (the Khedive Ismail), 
has often told me that in his boyhood the 

This " excavator " apparently set greatest store 
by the painted cartonnages. To get at them he 
would hastily prise the lids off the sarcophagi, 
and these, if injured by his violent methods, 
were doomed to  the flames. Sometimes, ALY 
told me, there was a bonfire of discarded 
sarcophagi as high as my tent ! 

Pear 1890. The attention of the Department 
of Antiquities was first drawn to Meir in the 
year 1890, says Monsieur CHASSINAT, writing in 
1899 (Rec. Trav., xxii, p. 74), but, he complains, 
" no measure of any kind was taken by the 

peasants of the district, when in need of stout 1 authorities to  protect from the ravages of the 
timber and planks for the manufacture of water- 
wheels and heavy agricultural implements, would 
betake them to the yebel, dig up the massive 
painted and inscribed sarcophagi, of which there 
were plenty to be found in the VIth to  XIIth 
Dynasty graves, and break or saw them up on 
the spot. The accuracy of his words is proved 
by the gaily painted chips and splinters which 
litter the necropolis, a melancholy record of the 
" Ayybm el-Guhkla." Levantine tradesmen 
(khau~agdt) from Kusiyeh used also to indulge in 
illicit excavations and add considerably to their 
incomes by the sale of their ill-gotten plunder. 

Years 1877-78. According to the same SLY 
HASAN, a certain MUHAMMAD SHEH~N, a t  the end 
of the seventies (" tbree or four years before the 
days of 'Arkhi"), dug all over this site on behalf 
of the then Director of the Department of 
Antiquities. SHEHPN found quantities of sar- 
~ o p h a g i , ~  many of which were inscribed, but of 
which only the undamaged ones were sent to 
the Museum, the rest, no matter if they were 
covered with texts, being broken up and burnt. 

1 The only serious excavation was that of Monsieur 
CHASSINA'I,, lasting for a very short time in the spring of 
1899 (see below). 

,.&I, L' the Days of Ignorance." 
ALY distinctly remembers that M U H A ~ I ~ ~ A D  SHEH~N got 

some sarcophagi out of the pits in A, No. 4. 

or from the vandalism of men the re- 
markable reliefs and paintings which covered 
the walls of these newly found chapels." " The 
site," continues CHASSINAT, '' was handed over to 
the tender mercies of ignorant and uninterested 
underlings, or became merely the prey of the 
natives of the locality, all of whom exploited i t  
with no other aim in view than to sell or send to 
bhe Museum a t  Gizeh the objects with which the 
tombs were abundantly provided." " Regrets," 
he concludes, " are, alas 1 vain ; the harm clone is 
irreparable. A large part of the necropolis has 
been turned completely upside down and is lost 
to science for ever." 

Years 1892-95. The first authorized excava- 
tion of which there is any written record was 
conducted for the Department of Antiquities by 
MM. DARESSY and BARSANTI, assisted by the reis 
MUHAMMAD DUHEIR and a certain FI~LI 'ARD 
EL-KAFI, in the years 1892, 1893, 1894, and 
1895.4 The two natives, i t  appears, were per- 
mitted to continue operations in the absence of 
the European oficials. Monsieur LEGRAIN, in 
his notice of their work, does not give any 
details as to  the extent of their digging. They 
certainly, however, worked among the tombs in 
group A, for in A, No. I, the chapel of Sebek- 

LEGRAIN, Annales du Service, i, p. 65 et seq. 
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